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PARISH of PAWLETT 
The Annual Parish Meeting for the Parish of Pawlett was held 
on Monday, 16th May 2016 in the Village Hall, Old Main Road, 

Pawlett at 7.00 pm. 
(in the format to be submitted to the next meeting for approval as a correct record) 

 
In attendance: Parish Councillors R Winter, W Barnard, A Baker, H 
Smith, C Clark, M Neale, M Seabourne. Clerk to the Parish Council Claire 
Morrison-Jones. Ten residents of the Parish.  

 

 
1. Welcome by Chairman. 

The Chairman welcomed all those present.    
 
 

2. Apologies for Absence and Disclosure of Interests.  
None  
 
 

3. Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting 2014. 
The minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held on 20th April 2015 
were presented, approved and signed as a correct record. 
 
 

4. Report by County Councillor. 
         None provided 

 
5. Report by District Councillor 
         None provided 
 
6. Report by the Parish Council Chairman. 

Mr Winter gave a review of the year: 
“Welcome everyone to my first Annual Parish report. This will probably be the last year 

in which the meeting will be conducted in this format. In future it is hoped to be a stand-

alone meeting giving the opportunity for local clubs & societies to be invited to 

participate and deliver updates of their activities and potential future development. 

This year has been a steep learning curve; mistakes made & lessons learnt so we look to 

the future. Since the elections of May 2015 we have witnessed a considerable number of 

resignations from the Council including that of our long standing Clerk, Mr Graham 

Jarvis together with the positions of Chairman & Vice Chair. I would take this 

opportunity to thank both Colin Freeman & Margaret Simms for their long & dedicated 
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services to the Parish Council. Indeed, the only surviving councillors from that election 

are Anona Baker and I. To all of those individuals who have left the council, I would like 

to offer them our thanks for their service. The good news, we now have a full complement 

of councillors incorporating a diverse selection of people who I feel will work well 

together. 

Please bear in mind that councillors are neither paid or receive expenses; they volunteer to 

perform this work as they are passionate about this village and the wellbeing of its 

residents. So your continued support is greatly appreciated. 

I guess one of the main talking points of this year has to be the Chapel Road development 

and we have seen so much happen. Change of ownership to Stonewater and the 

appointment of a new building contractor, R.G. Spillers; this following the original 

builder declaring bankruptcy and leaving outstanding debts to many local sub-contractors. 

The site was abandoned for some considerable time however I am pleased to announce an 

anticipated completion of the project sometime in September. The name of the new road 

will be Springfield Close, this name was submitted by Terri Heap; there is some irony in 

the name, as I am sure you have all picked up on!! 

Best news of all, is that I am led to believe all housing will be allocated to Pawlett 

residents; those in need of accommodation or people who have a close association to 

people of Pawlett. Sometime in June / July the SDC plan a consultation day for 

prospective tenants, the venue to be either the Pavilion or the Village Hall. 

Moving on to the village green; when clearing out a filing cabinet the Deed of Gift 

documents was uncovered. They revealed the details of how the village green was 

donated to the village, it was such an interesting piece of historical interest it has been 

copied, framed and displayed for everyone to read with the original in safe storage. Early 

records of the PPC were also found during the year which date back to 1948; these have 

been lodged with the County records office in Norton Fitzwarren. 

The area of uneven ground adjacent to the church which contributed to an incident; a lady 

fell while leaving her vehicle, has now been dealt with the addition of installation of large 

posts to prevent parking in this area. 

You may also have noticed we now have a permanent electrical supply in situ; for the first 

time this allowed us to have a lit Christmas tree on the village green. Plans are in place to 

make this an annual event for the village. Unfortunately this year witnessed a small 

calamity when the severe storms blew down the tree, so going forward an improved 

method of securing the tree is being sought so we may all enjoy the tree for the entire 

Christmas period.   

A new children’s roundabout has been positioned on the play area; this was made possible 

due to a generous grant from Virador. Our thanks go to Virador and also to Margaret 

Simms for her excellent negotiation skills and diligent pursuit in securing the funding. 

The new bench seat has been placed on its plinth it is beautiful and a great addition to the 

green, we are very grateful to Mr & Mrs Nichols. 

The junction of Old Main Road and he A38 continues to be a problem with reduced 

visibility due to the overgrowth of vegetation. We have made every attempt to uncover 

who’s responsible it is for clearing this area however the matter is still under dispute, but 

we will persevere with sorting this out. 

The ownership issue pertains to the ditch and land running alongside the back of homes in 

Monmouth Farm Close & Old Main Road will, I hope soon be decided. This is a very 

important matter as we need to ascertain who is responsible, as there are several trees in 
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urgent need of being made safe, together with on-going maintenance of the clearing of the 

bushes etc. from the ditch and also the grass running along the main road. 

Hinckley Point is still up in the air as I am sure you are all aware, fingers crossed an early 

positive decision from EDF will be forthcoming as a lot of local jobs depend on the 

project proceeding. 

At last, fibre optic broad band has arrived in the village. Although it is correct in saying 

not everyone, particularly those in Stretcholt, may currently benefit from this technology. 

This is something out with the control of the PPC however we will continue to ask when 

everyone will have access to this. 

Again this year, daffodil bulbs were distributed to various institutions throughout the 

village and this leads me nicely into the topic of Britain in Bloom as I have been asked if 

we can partake as a village. The BiB website in a valuable resource of information and we 

are looking for volunteers to assist in getting this project off the ground. Please look out 

for the posters which should appear before long.  

Speeding through the village remains an issue and I have observed locals are by and large 

the main offenders. Please respect the speed limit and the people of this Pawlett. Whilst 

speaking about motor vehicles, the volume of large lorries travelling to the local landfill 

site has increased immensely since the new waste recovery facility opened. This has 

negatively impacted on some residents, particularly those living on the route the concern 

is particularly related to that of speed & noise. No doubt this will be an on-going issue. 

Following a long wait, we now have new dog poop bins strategically placed in various 

locations throughout the village. I would ask all dog owners to please be responsible and 

pick up your dog waste and place in the bins provided. It is an offence to allow your dog 

to foul the footpaths.  

Finally this year 2016, Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth celebrates her 90
th

 birthday and our 

best wishes go to her. For you, over the weekend of the 11
th

 & 12
th

 June please look out 

for birthday celebrations which will take place in the village. 

Thank you for your attention.” 

 

 
7. Public Discussion Time 

A member of the public welcomed the new faces on the Parish 
Council and the new ideas and input that they would generate. 

 
 

 
Meeting Closed at 7.10 pm 


