
 

 

 

Minutes of the Annual Assembly for Pawlett Parish, held at The 

Village Hall on Monday 21st May 2018, commencing at 7pm  

 
(in the format to be presented to the next meeting for approval) 

 

Present: 

Cllrs C Clark, H Smith, A Warner, A Baker, W Barnard 

C Morrison-Jones (clerk) 

10 x members of the public 

 

 

Cllr H Smith led the meeting in the absence of a chair or vice-chair of the parish council 

 

1.   Apologies  

None 

 

2.  Minutes of the last Annual Parish Meeting – 26th May 2017 

Cllr H Smith explained to those present that due to circumstances beyond the control of the 

current parish council members it is not currently possible to produce a full set of minutes for 

this meeting. 

However, a copy of the report from the Chairman of the Parish Council, and details of reports 

made by various groups within the parish has been made available both at the meeting tonight 

and on the parish website. Matters Arising 

 

3.    Report by the Chairman covering the activities of the Parish Council 

Cllr H Smith read out a report that covered the parish council’s activities over the previous year 

 

Unfortunately, this report starts by relaying that earlier this month, the parish council 

chairman has resigned so there will be a break from the tradition of the chair reporting the 

parish council’s activities for the year. 

However, the following report is a brief summary of the role of the parish council over the 

year and highlights some key points of interest to parishioners 

 

Earlier this year, Malcolm Seabourne retired as Councillor due to ill health and new 

councillor Andrew Warner was co-opted onto the council at the March 2018 meeting, 

bringing the parish council back to its full complement of 7 Members. 

Sadly, the parish council last week received the news that the vice-chairman, Malcom Neale, 

has, on medical advice, also to retire from the council. This, combined with the departure 

of the chairman, Ron Winter, has now left 2 vacancies on the council. A new chairman and 

vice-chairman for the parish council will be elected at the Annual Parish Council Meeting 

which follows directly on from this parish assembly and the parish council will be looking 

to fill the two vacancies on the council meeting in June.  If anyone is interested in putting 

his or her name forward, do please let councillors or the clerk know and we will send out 

some information.  It really is a worthwhile thing to do on behalf of the local community, 

and although there is a degree of commitment, the role is not unduly time-consuming. 

 

Since the last Assembly in May 2017 the Council has held 11 regular monthly meetings and 

1 extra-ordinary meeting. 



 

 

We have been consulted by the District planners on 13 planning applications over the past 

year, of which 9 were supported by the Parish Council, and 4 were subject to objection. 

 

After due consideration, the Parish Precept for 2018/19 was set at £19,500 , thus remaining 

at the same level as the previous year. This was considered necessary by the parish council 

in order meet the budgeted expenditure for the year and to maintain sufficient reserves to 

provide for a number of financial contingencies including the future upkeep of the village 

 

A major project undertaken by the parish council this year has been the completion of the 

outdoor gym at the Pavilion. The six pieces of equipment were carefully selected to enable 

people with a wide range of abilities and fitness levels to exercise safely; hopefully the good 

weather will encourage both those who live in the parish and visitors to make use of the new 

equipment and make 2018 their year to get fit. The parish council wishes to take this 

opportunity to publicly thank Cllr Malcom Neale who has led this project from conception 

to completion 

 

Otherwise, the year has been a relatively quiet one, but we will mention a few points of 

interest: 

• Inconsiderate parking in the village continues to be an ongoing issue. The issue of 

vehicles parking directly on the Old Main Road / Pound Road / Chapel Road junction has 

been alleviated by the installation of three bollards and the repainting of the road markings. 

However, vehicles parking along Old Main Road continue to cause narrowing of the road 

to the point that the buses are having difficulty passing through, and also obstructing the 

sight lines out of the emerging side roads. The parish council will continue to try and work 

with Highways to find an effective solution for the village 

• Stonewater appear to have washed their hands of the ‘path to no-where’. The parish 

council have worked hard to try and negotiate either a final solution, or at the very least 

funds to mitigate the effects that the unfinished path has caused, but sadly this issue does 

not look likely to be able to be satisfactorily resolved 

• In some way connected to the problems with the path to no-where, the potential 

Community Land to the rear of the Springfield Close development is still posing problems. 

Until the issues surrounding future finaincial responsibilities in respect to the roads and 

paths with in the development are resolved, the parish council will not be proceeding with 

taking ownership of this strip of land 

• Once again, a Christmas tree was erected on the Green and provided a focus point for 

festive events in the parish. Thanks must go to Mr Coombes and Mr Freeman for their help 

in ensuring the successful transport and decoration of the tree 

• Fly tipping in the parish sadly appears to be increasing, particularly on the Hams. 

Unfortunately, apart from being vigilant and reporting new piles of rubbish, there seem to 

be very few avenues open to prevent these thoughtless actions by a few that are spoiling the 

enjoyment of the parish and its surroundings by residents and visitors alike. 

 

In conclusion, I would encourage everyone to visit the parish website 

(www.pwlettparish.org) if they wish to know more of the details about what the Parish 

Council is up to on your behalf, and the matters covered in and around our various 

meetings. The parish council is here to represent every resident of Pawlett and Stretcholt, 

so please do get involved and contact councillors if there is an issue in the parish that you 

feel needs addressing. 

 



 

 

Finally, I would like to thank Claire, our clerk, for all her hard work over the year, and 

especially for all her work steering the parish council through these difficult last few weeks 

which has enabled the PC to continue with this meeting tonight 

  

 

4.    Reports from County and District Councillors 

None 

 

5.    Short Reports from the Local Groups within Pawlett Parish 

A) Daphne Greatorix, Pawlett Bridge Club 

 

Bridgwater, Burnham on Sea, Weston Super mare and Taunton areas. 

The Club meets on Monday afternoons at Pawlett Village hall to play Duplicate bridge  

from 1.45pm – 4.45pm and regularly hosts 8+ tables. 

The club has its own website with details of activities. 

The cost is only £2 per session and includes refreshments.  

The Clubs hosts several lunch parties through the year which are free to members,  

and also awards weekly prizes.  

The Club is not affiliated to the English Bridge Union (EBU) but play is subject to the 

rules for play as set out by the EBU 

The Club aspires to ensure all members and guests have an enjoyable game of Bridge 

in a welcoming and “no fear” environment.  Visitors are always welcome and partners 

can be arranged by contacting the Club Chairperson, Daphne Greatorex 

Pawlett Club is about to embark on a training programme starting in September  

for beginners to the game or those who wish to restart playing after a long break.  

Details of the course, named FastTrack, are available from the Village Hall notice 

board, or can be obtained from the Club Chairperson, Daphne Greatorex on 01278 

555897 or daphnegreat@sky.com 

Bridge is a fascinating game with surprising benefits It is a workout for the brain, 

improving memory, strategic thinking and communication skills 

 

B) Chris Smith, Village Hall  

 

Pawlett Village Hall provides facilities for local clubs and societies to pursue their   

activities.   

           Rental is charged for these hires and the rates depend on the regularity of use by an   

           individual club and their home location.  These hirings provide a major part of the hall’s  

           income. 

           The hall is also used for functions which are organised by the hall committee.  These         

            include coffee mornings, bingo sessions and quizzes. 

           It is also used as a polling station for local and general elections.  It has recently been   

           designated as a Sedgemoor District Council “Place of Safety”.  This means that, in the     

           event of a local emergency requiring residents to be evacuated from their home, the hall  

           would open to provide them with temporary shelter and refreshment. 

           Every year the hall and the green are the venue for the annual fete. This is the largest   

           single event organised by the committee and although the weather does not always   

           behave as we would wish, it normally raises a good income.  We are very grateful to  

           local businesses and individuals who have stalls at the event and to those who     

           generously provide raffle prizes.  More are always welcome !!!! 

           As with all property of the age of the hall constant maintenance is required and in the   



 

 

           recent past a new boiler had to be purchased and installed as the heating was  

           temperamental to say the least.  (as many hall users can attest).  We have also fully  

           redecorated which required the hall to close for two weeks.  New light reflecting paint  

           has been used in the toilets in an attempt to brighten them up.  New brighter lighting  

           was also installed.  This redecoration has been generally well received. 

           We are always looking out for volunteers to serve on the committee and/or assist at  

            events.  Anyone wishing to do so can contact me or any other committee member. 

 

6.  Questions and Comments from Parishioners 

• If nothing goes forward with buffer land will it be refused by PC? It was 

confirmed that the PC will not take ownership of land until highways formally 

adopt the roads around the development  

• What about the proposed sub-lease of the buffer to the pavilion-has it been 

offered to them? No, as it is not possible for the parish council to sublease the land 

until it has taken ownership of it.  

• If path to ‘no-where’ is not progressing, what will be happening? It was 

agreed by those present that the opportunity to complete the path to ‘no-where’ 

had now gone  

 

Cllr H Smith thanked all those who had attended and for bearing with the format of the 

meeting. The parish council are working hard to return to normal operations 

 

 

There being no other business, the meeting closed at 19.22pm 


