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 PAWLETT PARISH COUNCIL 

The Annual Meeting of Pawlett Parish Council was held at the Village Hall, Old Main Road, 
Pawlett on Monday, 15th May 2017 at 7.00 pm. 

(in the format to be submitted to the next meeting for approval as a correct record) 

Present: Parish Councillors: Ron Winter (Chairman), Anona Baker, Colin Clark, Malcolm 
Neale, Malcolm Seabourne and Heather Smith; Ward County Councillor Mark Healey; Locum 
Clerk Graham Jarvis together with two members of the public.  

Public Speaking Time: No topic raised.  

Prior to the start of the formal meeting the Chairman congratulated Councillor Healey on 
his recent re-election to Somerset County Council and welcomed the locum Clerk 
standing-in for C Morrison-Jones whom he was pleased to report was recuperating well 
following an operation.    

 
1. Appointment of Chairman for the Municipal Year 2017/18. 

Mr R Winter: Proposed by Mr Seabourne, Seconded by Mrs Smith.  There being no 
other nominations – Mr Winter was then unanimously elected as Chairman and signed 
the appropriate declaration. 
 

2. Appointment of Vice Chairman for the Municipal Year 2017/18. 
Mr M Neale: Proposed by Mrs Smith, Seconded by Mr Clark. There being no other 
nominations – Mr Neale was then elected as Vice Chairman and signed the appropriate 
declaration.  
 

3. Apologies for Absence and Disclosures of Interest.  
Apologies for absence were received from Parish Councillor Mr W Barnard and Ward 
District Councillor Mr Woodman.  No Disclosures of interests were made.   
 

4. Parish Council Representative on Village Hall Management Committee. 
Mrs Baker: Proposed by Mrs Smith, Seconded Mr Neale. There being no other 
nominations there was unanimous agreement that Mrs Baker be appointed as the Parish 
Council’s representative. 
 

5. Minutes. 
           The Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 24th April 2017 were presented, after 

amending the amount stated in 176b to £20,000 the minutes were confirmed as a correct 
record and signed. 

  
6. Matters Arising: 

171 a) and 174: The Path to no where – Mrs Smith reported that approaches via SDC 
had failed to produce a revised date for the joint meeting with Stonewater; originally 
intended for 13th April which had been cancelled at short notice.  There was agreement 
that unless a date for the meeting could be agreed shortly, Mrs Smith would write to the 
Chief Executive of SDC expressing the Parish Council’s disappointment at the poor 
communication record of Stonewater and asking for his assistance to resolve the matter.   
        

7. County and District Councillor Reports. 
In the absence of Mr Woodman, Mr Healey made a joint report.  A new leader of the 
County Council, David Fothergill, had been appointed following the recent elections, 
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John Woodman (who also serves as the Ward District Councillor) was the cabinet 
Member responsible for Highway matters. 
Mr Healey mentioned that SDC had received several planning applications seeking 
temporary consent for the installation of caravans to accommodate workers associated 
with Hinkley C. Mr Healey answered questions and stated that if due to other 
commitments he was unable to attend any of the future meeting of the Parish Council he 
would endeavour to forward a written report.  The Chairman thanked Mr Healey for his 
contribution to the meeting. 
 

After the above item Mr Healey left the meeting. 
 

8. Planning Matters.  
a) Application - 41/17/00005    

Proposal:  Fell T1 Snake Bark Maple Tree at 18 Manor Road, Pawlett.  
Applicant: Mrs S Harrison.  
The Chairman reported that he had seen the tree and spoken to the applicant. 
The tree was suffering severe decay. After a discussion it was resolved that the 
Parish Council would notify SDC that they had no objection to the proposal 
together with a recommendation that a suitable replacement tree be planted.     
              

b) Illegal Occupation – Dunball. 
A Member reported that he seen what appeared to be spoil being moved on to 
the site. It was agreed that the situation would be monitored and if appropriate 
details reported to the next meeting. 
 

c) Decisions notified by Planning Authority to be recorded – None. 
 

9. Reports from Meetings Attended by Members as representatives of the Parish 
Council – None. 
   

10. Roads and Footpaths. (Also Refer to Minute 176 – 24th April 2017). 
a) Trees Surrounding The Green. 

The Chairman mentioned that he had spoken to the contractor who had removed 
the chippings from under the trees. The exception was the material surrounding 
the oak tree which would be de-compacted as soon as possible. 
 

b) Parking on Hatched area Old Main Road / Gaunts Road. 
The Chairman reported that there had been no meaningful response from SCC or 
the Police about the problem; the Parish Council were “piggy-in-the-middle.” 
Members express frustration at the disinterest and buck-passing between the 
organisations.  It was agreed that a letter be sent jointly to the Chief Executive of 
SCC and the Chief Constable of the Avon and Somerset Constabulary, 
summarising the history of the problem and seeking an urgent solution.   
  

c) Road Disruption in Bridgwater – Update. 
The Chairman quoted from an email dated 3rd May sent by Lisa Rogers, 
Marketing and Communications Manager, Major Energy Programmes at 
Somerset County Council.  In essence the traffic improvement programme 
around Bridgwater, necessitated by Hinkley C, had been phased and the north 
side of Bridgwater, Bristol Road/The Drove and Wlyds Road was underway 
although efforts were being made to minimise disruption, due to the volume of 
traffic regretfully delays were inevitable.      
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The Locum Clerk mentioned that a further update had been published that 
afternoon indicating that as works were ahead of schedule, this element of the 
improvement scheme should be completed by the end of June.  (Both items were 
included in the correspondence bundle for circulation to members after the 
meeting). 
 

d) Bench by Main Notice board. 
The Chairman reported that Mr Freeman had removed the bench and had 
assessed that it was beyond repair. Mr Withers had become aware of the 
removal and had kindly offered to make a replacement bench which was now in-
situ. The Locum Clerk was asked to write letters of appreciation to Mr Freeman 
and Mr Withers for their time and expertise.       

 
11. Insurance Review and Renewal. 

The Locum Clerk reported that the Council’s insurance policy was due for renewal on 1st 
June 2017 being part of a Long Term Agreement which would expire on 31st May 2019.  
The Brokers, Came & Co had given notice that the renewal premium was £335.16. 
There was agreement that the indemnities provided were sufficient and that the renewal 
terms be accepted. 
 

12. Pavilion Contractors’ – Access Plans. 
The Chairman reported on a site meeting held on 1st May with Nigel Butt and Jonathon 
Thorne from the Pavilion.  It was agreed that access would be though the field gate in 
Gaunts Road, which was used when the Pavilion was built; the existing hardstanding 
would be uncovered and extended as per the plan supplied. The proposal would leave 
the main car park unencumbered allowing present use to be maintained.  The consensus 
was that the project would provide a welcome improvement in village facilities. 
    

13. Outdoor Gym Equipment.  
Mr Neale circulated two leaflets illustrating items of equipment that were available from 
“tgo”. For the supplier to provide a proposed plan and site layout, the dimensions of the 
area available together with an indication of the budget and number of items required 
needed to be provided.  A minimum of six items was thought desirable.  There was 
agreement that the Chairman and Clerk would discuss the funding situation and the topic 
be considered at the next meeting. Councillors noted that the Council already held Public 
Liability insurance, additional costs would be incurred for annual safety inspections and 
all risks cover for the equipment..   

 
14. Additional Sports Facilities on Community Land. 

The Chairman suggested that the shape and topography of the land which, was in the 
process of being transferred to the Parish Council’s ownership, was suitable for archery. 
An item in Pawlett Life had received a positive response.  Another idea would be to have 
an inter-village boules competitions. Further ideas to enhance community involvement 
would be invited and discussed at future meetings noting that events could be run in 
association with The Pavilion.  In the meantime it was agreed that Mr Clark would 
investigate the possibility of funding through EDF.  

 
15. Air Ambulance – Landing Sites 

Mr Clark reported that the Devon and Somerset Air Ambulance were compiling a list of 
sites in the area which would be suitable for night time landing if circumstances arose.  It 
was agreed that The Green was a potential location and that the Clerk would forward 
details.  The Council would wish to be notified in advance of any inspection by the 
Service to assess the suitability. 
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16. Financial Matters 
a) The following payments were approved:- 

i) Clerk’s Salary – £384.60 - Cheque No. 964. 
ii) Clerk’s Expenses - £39.88 – Cheque No. 965 
iii) Came & Co Insurance – Insurance Premium - £335.16 - Cheque No. 966. 
iv) Green Energy (UK) Plc – Electricity - £5.67 (Inc VAT 27p) – Cheque No. 

967   
b) Receipts Received – none 
 
c) Pension Enrolment Declaration 

The staging date for the Parish Council was 1st January 2017, with the automatic 
enrolment declaration of compliance to be completed by 31st May 2017.  Notice 
was given of the rights of automatic enrolment to the single council employee and 
the Parish Council were not requested to set up a scheme. 
The completed declaration for Pawlett Parish Council, as required by The 
Pensions Regulator under the Pensions Act 2008, was submitted on 28th April 
2017.  The Parish Council will be required to repeat its declaration of compliance 
in three years time.  Any new employees of the Parish Council are required to be 
informed of the rights to automatic enrolment and to have a pension scheme set 
up for them if they so request.  Agreed that the position be noted.   
  

d) Other Financial Matters – none. 
 

17. Internal Audit Report. 
The Locum Clerk read a letter from the Internal Auditor which stated that the Council’s 
internal audit control arrangements were found to be satisfactory.  Accordingly, the 
Internal Auditor had signed-off Page 5 of the Annual Return without qualification.  
    

18. Annual Return 2016/17 – Section1 Annual Governance Statement. 
Members had received copies with the agenda - agreed that replies to Questions 1 to 8 
be “Yes” and “Not Applicable” to Question 9.  The page was then signed by the 
Chairman. 

19. Annual Return 2016/17 – Section 2 Accounting Statement. 
The Council considered the information prepared and signed by the Clerk. The 
statement was approved and signed by the Chairman. 

20. Correspondence – The following items were in the bundle for Members to circulate:- 
a) Sedgemoor District Council – Email from Development Services regarding 

Planning Application 04/17/00004. 
b) Musgrove Hospital – How are you healing exhibition. 
c) Village Agent – Izzy Silvester leaving post. 
d) Hinkley Point C: Look Ahead – May 2017. 
e) Bridgwater Road Junction Improvements – Update 16th May 2017. 
f) Email from member of the public regarding Bridgwater Tidal Barrier. 

 
21. Topics for Future Meetings – None (other than those mentioned above). 

 
22. Date and time of the next meeting – Monday, 19th June 2017 at 7.00pm.  The 

Chairman reminded Members that the Annual Meeting for the Parish would be held on 
Friday, 26th May 2017 at the Pavilion, doors open at 7.00 pm – refreshments provided.    

 
 

Meeting Closed at 8.28 pm.    


